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]This work deals with the subject of b'rachos. For many of us, our
earliest memories include those of parents urging us to “make a
b'racha.”” Mitzvos that are inculcated from infancy are deeply rooted in
our psyche. However, they are often taken for granted and are rarely

reexamined as we mature both spiritually and emotionally. Rav |

[;p Yaakov Kaminetzky z't! was fond of the following metaphor. He told
of the child whase parents bought him a tallis kattan at the age of three.

The small tallis kattan looked adorable on the tiny tot. It fit him well. At
the age of four the small tallis kattan no longer was a perfect fit, but the
child could still wear it without great discomfort. If the child were to
i | don the same tallis kattan at the age of ten or at bar mitzoah, he would
rightfully be the subject of derision and scorn. For a mature adult to
continue to wear the original garment would be unthinkable. Reb
Yaakov notes that our relationship to Torah and our performance of
mitzvos require constant re-evaluation, they should reflect intellectual
| yand spiritual growth. If we do not subject our appreciation of mitzoos to
searching analysis, we remain very much like the adult who continues
to wear his First tallis kattan.
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